HOME-
GOSPEL

December 25, 0R0 ¢ Christmas Day ¢ John 1:1-18

Jesus Is Born

In John's Gospel there is no account of Jesus’ birth. Instead, John reminds us that Jesus has been a
reality since the beginning, even before creation. Jesus is the Word who was with God and was God.
Father, Son and Spirit are not sequential. They are One. The Word became flesh, he brought new
life, and this life was a light shining in the darkness. “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was

coming into the world” (v. 9).

n the first Christmas, a child was born

who would change the world forever. He

brought strength to the weak, courage to
the fearful, consolation to the sad, and hope to the
abandoned. The child was Jesus. He brought light
into the darkness.

All through the New Testament, and especially
in John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus referred to as “the
light” We can understand this metaphor when we
contrast the gift of light to darkness. Nothing else
changes when the lights go out, but in the dark we
may feel disoriented and vulnerable, sometimes
even afraid. Turn on the lights, and we regain our
sense of place and position. This is precisely why
Jesus came.

When the world was created, it was good. There
was harmony in the universe and a sense of peace
in that harmony. When people were created, they
were created good. Scripture tells us that humans
were created in the image and likeness of God.
With their Creator they shared the ability to love
and to create good out of love. Somewhere along
the way this was forgotten, evil moved in, and the
lights went out. Disorientation, vulnerability and

fear followed. Love became tarnished, and what hu-
mans designed was not always good.

Then came the first Christmas, and a new light
came into the world. As John tells us in his Gospel,
those who accepted the light were given the power
to become the children of God. They regained their
sense of place and position. The darkness had no
power over them. They knew who they were and
whose they were. Christmas celebrates this light,
this life born in Bethlehem, with us still today and
yet to come in glory.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Share the Christmas traditions you remember

from when you were growing up. Ask family
members to talk about their favorite family
Christmas traditions.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What are the positive things you want to re-
member about the family you grew up with?
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