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January 10, 2021 • Baptism of the Lord • Mark 1:7–11

Baptism of the Lord
It is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, and John baptizes Jesus. Once more we discover that Jesus is 
someone incredibly special. When he comes out of the water a dove appears and a voice is heard from 
heaven that proclaims Jesus as God’s Son.

Before Abraham and Sarah, people believed 
in gods who were capricious. The people saw 
themselves as simple pawns. Abraham chose 

to worship one God, and his God was not fickle. 
God made a covenant with

Abraham and the Jewish people. God would al-
ways be with them, and they would be his chosen 
people. With Jesus, God has entered into a new cov-
enant with all those who believe.

There is a new order, a new covenant. God is 
not only with us; God is in us. We are not only the 
chosen people; we are the children of God. In this 
Gospel, even before Jesus begins his ministry, we 
hear him named the Son of God. Jesus will spend 
his whole lifetime trying to convince the people 
around him that they too are God’s children.

As Christians we realize we have received new 
life. God is in us, and nothing, absolutely nothing, 
not even death, can overcome us. This doesn’t mean 
Christians do not suffer the normal troubles of our 
mortal world. It means that those troubles are bear-
able and less cumbersome because we know they 
cannot destroy us. We know that with God as our 

Father, and Jesus as our brother, we will do more 
than survive, we will flourish forever. This is some-
thing to celebrate.

Make sure your life reflects the joy-filled con-
tentment of what it means to be a Christian, a child 
of God. Let your children know that believing in 
Jesus is an upbeat, life-giving experience.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Discuss what it means to be a child of God. 
What special privileges and responsibilities 
do we have?

PERSONAL RESPONSE

Write down how you would feel if you heard 
God say to you, “You are my son/daughter, 
the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
What do you want to remember from last 
week? What are you looking forward to next 
week? What are your concerns? 


