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Even Jesus Cried
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

In the first reading, Ezekiel prophesies that God will “open your graves and 
have you rise from them” (Ezek. 37:12). It is one of the few passages in the 
Old Testament that speaks to the concept of life after death. In fact, there 
wasn’t a well-developed concept of the afterlife in the Old Testament at all, 
and only some Jews at the time of Jesus believed in an afterlife. It seems the 
question of life after death was still very much an open debate when Jesus 
lived. 

By all accounts, Jesus’ resurrection came as a surprise to his followers, even 
though he had told them he would die and be raised again. St. Paul wrote in 
the New Testament about Jesus’ resurrection and the hope that we will one 
day be raised to new life with Christ too. As readers of the Bible-and espe-
cially the New Testament-we are reading about the growing and developing  
concept of life after death. 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of Life, open our minds and hearts today to see how you sustain and 
strengthen us even in our desert times. 

Give us the courage of Jesus to be steadfast in our convictions, even when 
they bring us suffering. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then 
pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this 
reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on 
to the next section once 
the sharing has died 
down.
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5th Sunday of Lent
 ▶ Ezekiel 37:12-14 - 
Prophecy of restoration

 ▶ Romans 8:8-11 - The flesh 
and the Spirit

 ▶ John 11:1-45 - The raising 
of Lazarus



Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

This isn’t Easter Sunday yet, but all three scripture readings for the day anticipate God 
bringing humans back to life after they die.  Ezekiel prophesies that God will open graves 
and the dead will rise from them. St. Paul promises that God’s Spirit within us allows us to 
live, and that same Spirit will raise us from the dead, just as Jesus was raised. Finally, in the 
Gospel story, Jesus demonstrates God’s power to raise the dead by calling Lazarus out of 
his tomb four days after he died. 

The promise of life after death and the resurrection of our bodies is a mystery we will never 
be able to prove. It is a stumbling block to some, but it is something that Christians can 
look forward to with hope. Even though very good and faith-filled Christians hope and be-
lieve in the resurrection and life after death, belief and hope aren’t usually enough to quell 
our own fear when we or someone we love is dying. They certainly won’t cure us of our 
grief and despair when loved ones die, no matter how much we believe, or want to believe, 
in life after death. 

It is then that we can take comfort in knowing that Jesus knows what it is like to lose a be-
loved friend. The Gospel tells us that Jesus wept outside of Lazarus’ tomb. The Greek word 
used here for “wept” is better translated as “deep heaving with sorrow” than simply crying. 
Obviously Jesus also felt strong emotions at the reality of death, even though he knew 
Lazarus would soon be raised. If Jesus knew what is was like to lose a close friend, we can 
take consolation in knowing that he understands our suffering when we lose a loved one.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

 Is it any consolation to you to know that Jesus cried after the death of his friend? 
How so?

 If you have experienced the death of a loved one, does the promise of resurrection 
bring you any peace? Why or why not?

How do you imagine life after death? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for being among us in spirit. 

May we go out from here inspired to be channels of your grace for all those we will meet 
this coming week. Amen.
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