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Not Wearing a Costume
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

There are two Gospel readings today. The first is the story of Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. It is read at the beginning of mass and often the con-
gregation is invited to take part in a procession into the church while waving 
palms. Then the Liturgy of the Word continues as usual. 

The reading from Isaiah is one of four “Servant Songs” in the book of Isaiah 
which speak of an unnamed servant of God who can easily be equated with 
Jesus. In the second Gospel reading, which is the entire Passion according to 
Mark, we hear in gory detail how Jesus suffered on his way to his death on 
the cross.  

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the 
Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

God of Life, open our minds and hearts today to see how you sustain and 
strengthen us even in our desert times. 

Give us the courage of Jesus to be steadfast in our convictions, even when 
they bring us suffering. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Mark 14:1-15:47
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing has 
died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

Each Gospel writer tells the story of Jesus’ passion and 
death slightly differently, emphasizing particular aspects 
of Jesus that each especially wants future generations to 
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Palm Sunday
 ▶ Mark 11:1-10 - Welcomed 
with palms

 ▶ Isaiah 50:4-7 - Salvation 
only through the Lord’s 
servant

 ▶ Philippians 2:6-11 - Jesus, 
compassionate high priest

 ▶ Mark 14:1-15:47 - The 
Passion of Jesus



remember. Mark’s Gospel makes it very clear that Jesus suffered intensely, 
and that he experienced deep human emotions. Mark does not want us to 
think that Jesus was God just “dressed up in a human costume” who didn’t 
really suffer when the nails were hammered into his hands and feet. No, 
Jesus was just like one of us in his experience of pain and despair, even to the 
point of wondering why God had abandoned him.

Looking back on Jesus’ death, Christians don’t believe that God abandoned 
Jesus. We can see now how God brought him through death into new life. 
Yet Jesus felt abandoned just before he died. 

This point can remind us that our feelings do not make up all of reality. 
If we feel despairing or hopeless or that all is lost, we can remember that 
Jesus felt the same. If we are terrified of death, or we can’t feel any sense of 
God’s presence with us in our suffering, we can be assured that God has not 
abandoned us, just as God did not abandon Jesus. Sometimes all that can be 
done is to stay the course, remembering that God found a way to bring life 
out of death, even when Jesus and the others around him could not see it in 
the moment.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

Have you ever felt abandoned by God? Looking back on that time 
now, do you have a sense of how God was still present and active 

then? How?

Think of people in your life now who are suffering or despairing for 
any reason. How might you make yourself available to them so that 

they will know they are not alone?  

This is a difficult week to be a Christian. We are challenged not 
to skip over the suffering and death of Jesus in order to get to the 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday. What are some ways you sometimes try to 
“skip over” or avoid suffering, either your own or that of others?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for being among us in spirit. 

May we go out from here inspired to be channels of your grace for all those 
we will meet this coming week. Amen.
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