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Pentecost Sunday
 ▶ Acts 2:1-11 - Descent of 
the Holy Spirit

 ▶ 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 
12-13 - Many gifts, one 
Spirit

 ▶ John 20:19-23 - The gift 
of the Holy Spirit

From Babbling to Fluency
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

In the first reading today, Luke tells us that the Spirit came upon the disci-
ples dramatically and gave them the gift of tongues-the ability to communi-
cate with foreign visitors who were from all over the known world. 

It is a scene that is almost an exact reversal of the story of the Tower of Babel 
found in Genesis 11:1-9. In that story, everyone in the world spoke the same 
language. In their selfish pride, they came together to build a city and a tow-
er to reach to heaven to “make a name for ourselves.” God humbled them by 
confusing their language so they could no longer understand one another. 
Their speaking sounded like nothing more than “babbling,” and for that rea-
son, their city became known as Babel. With the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, the scattering of people and confusion of languages is overcome 
by the Spirit so that everyone can hear and understand “the mighty acts of 
God.” 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Good and Gracious God, teach us how to use the gifts of your Spirit, 

that we may speak the words that others need to hear, 

feed those who are hungry in body or spirit, 

and offer a listening ear for those who are lonely. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-23
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a 
minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this 
week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing 
has died down.



Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

All three readings today focus on the Holy Spirit. In the first reading, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit enables the disciples to go from being a small, self-contained, fearful 
group, to a confident, bold group that spreads outward to share the good news with 
people from all over the known world. 

In the second reading, St. Paul explains his understanding of how the Holy Spirit 
works by comparing it to our physical bodies. We all understand that our differ-
ent body parts have different functions and that all are needed for our health and 
well-being. St. Paul taught that the Holy Spirit can be understood to work among 
us in the same way. As individuals, we have all been given certain spiritual gifts that 
the world needs and which can benefit everyone. The source of all those different 
gifts is the one Holy Spirit. 

In the Gospel reading, we hear John’s account of how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to his disciples: he breathed on them. That image would have reminded them, 
and their fellow Jews, of the story of creation when God made Adam out of the 
dust of the earth and breathed into him, bringing him to life. When Jesus breathed 
on the disciples, he was bringing them to life in a new way. Now, instead of being 
huddled behind locked doors because they were afraid, they are given the courage 
and strength to go out and spread the Good News to all those who hadn’t yet heard 
of Jesus and his message of love.  

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

What are some gifts you feel you have been given in order to serve the world?

 In what area(s) of your life right now do you feel the need of the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit?

Have you ever “witnessed” about Jesus to other people? If yes, please share. If 
not, what has kept you from doing so? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, breathe into us love, courage, peacefulness, and a willing-
ness to act for justice. 

May we continue to witness to you in how we live our daily lives. 

Amen.
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