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Small and Miraculous
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

Both the first reading from Ezekiel and the Gospel reading point today to 
God’s power to turn small and seemingly insignificant things into works of 
great beauty, strength, and abundance. Ezekiel imagines this as God planting 
a tender shoot which becomes a majestic cedar tree. Jesus uses the image of 
the tiny mustard seed growing into a large plant that provides a haven for 
birds. 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord, let us know your presence in our midst today as we study your words 
in Scripture. 

Holy Spirit, guide our minds and our hearts so that we may hear and under-
stand your message to us.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Mark 4:26-34
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a 
minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy 
this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the shar-
ing has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph 
aloud:

The vast majority of those who heard these readings 
in biblical times would have been farmers or gar-
deners or somehow involved in agriculture. They 
would immediately recognize the wonder 
and mystery of growing things. Farmers 
and gardeners today still get to witness 
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the miracle of plant growth even though they understand the science behind 
the process better. Understanding botany is one thing, but sleeping and ris-
ing night and day to find the seeds sprouting can be awe-inspiring.

We don’t have to be farmers, though, to experience how the Kingdom of 
God is slowly revealed. Parents have this experience when they conceive a 
child and are stunned by the miracle of their new baby at birth. Teachers 
(hopefully!) witness virtues of patience, compassion, and maturity gradually 
taking root throughout 180 school days in a year. Doctors and therapists 
have the privilege of seeing patients healing in expected and unexpected 
ways. Relatives and friends experience the satisfaction of watching a loved 
one find new life and passion in a courageous move to a second career.  
Groups working for justice witness bridge-building between communities 
and individuals.  

As with seeds and plants, all growth takes time. The Kingdom of God 
doesn’t appear instantaneously. Racism, sexism, homophobia, and economic 
inequalities still cause great pain and suffering. Because God respects human 
free will, He doesn’t intervene and fix everything for us in a split second. 
What God does do is surprise us by helping the smallest of seeds to grow and 
flourish in time.  Our task is to plant those seeds and nurture them while we 
watch, wait, pray, and trust that God will grow them into plants of beauty 
and strength. 

Questions of the Week

Do you have the experience of watching things in the natural world 
grow?  How does that experience help you to know God and/or the 

Kingdom of God?

 In what area of your life are you privileged to see God’s work in 
progress? 

How or where are you asked to plant the seeds of God’s Kingdom? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, we thank you for speaking to us through the words of Scripture and 
each other.  

May we go out from here strengthened to live lives of love, courage, passion, 
and faith. Amen.
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