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A Pointed Challenge
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the  
leader. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

Jesus tells his disciples in the Gospel reading today that he will suffer at the 
hands of the religious authorities and ultimately face death. When Peter pro-
tests this, Jesus warns that anyone who follows him must also be prepared to 
lose his life. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, his followers remembered 
passages such as today’s first reading from Isaiah. They then believed that 
Jesus was the one spoken of there who gave himself up willingly, confident 
that God would be his help.  

Although it does not share the same theme, the reflection today focuses on 
the second reading, a continuation from the Letter of James. It is the third 
week of five consecutive weeks we will read from this letter in the New Tes-
tament. 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Ever faithful God, help us to know your Son more fully so that we may fol-
low him more closely, and love him more deeply. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Second Reading: James 2:14-18
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of 
silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing has died 
down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

Rather than focus on the Gospel reading as usual, we will reflect 
on the second reading from the Letter of Saint James. This week is the 
third of five consecutive weeks when we hear challenging words from 
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 ▶ Isaiah 50:5-9a - Salvation 
through the Lord’s servant

 ▶ James 2:14-18 - Faith and 
good works

 ▶ Mark 8:27-35 -  
“Get Behind Me Satan”



James. This letter is not as well known as many of St. Paul’s letters, and 
preaching does not often focus on it, so we will give it some attention now. 

A few decades before James wrote this letter Paul wrote that Jews and 
Gentiles alike are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, not “by doing the works of 
the law” (Gal. 2:16). His point was that it wasn’t external actions and rigidly 
following religious laws that earn someone salvation, but faith in Christ. 

Unfortunately, it seems that some Christians began using the slogan “faith 
over works” to justify their lack of good deeds since they saw themselves as 
automatically saved by their faith. James counters this kind of thinking in his 
letter, challenging social inequality and economic injustices among his read-
ers. The modern equivalent of James’ critique would be wishing a homeless 
panhandler well or sending “thoughts and prayers” to those who are suffer-
ing without doing anything concretely to help them. “So faith by itself, if it 
has no works, is dead,” he writes (Jas. 2:17).

Paul would have agreed with him. We can’t earn our salvation by good 
deeds, but actions should flow from our faith. It may not be comfortable or 
convenient for us to interrupt our lives to provide the homeless person on 
the corner with a meal or warm clothes, but that is what our faith asks of us. 
James doesn’t want his readers to forget that or excuse themselves from such 
obligations just because they can claim to have faith in Christ.    

Questions of the Week

This Letter from James doesn’t get much attention in Catholic circles. 
Do you recognize this passage? What is your first reaction to it?

Do you know people who make a show of having faith although 
you rarely see evidence of it in action? Do you know of people who 

consistently do service and justice work, whether or not they have explicit 
faith in Jesus? Please share your experience with such people.

What are you particularly challenged to do in response to this 
reading?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for our time together to listen and reflect on your life-giving 
words. 

May we go out inspired to be Christ for others. 

Amen.
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