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Afflicting the Comfortable
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the  
leader. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

The focus today is on the second reading from the Letter of James. It is 
important to note that James’ direct challenges to the wealthy don’t come out 
of nowhere. They are perfectly in keeping with many other biblical passages, 
beginning in the Old Testament. A variety of laws limited how much wealth 
landowners could amass and required them to share excesses with the poor. 
For example, farmers had to leave part of the harvest for widows, orphans, 
and immigrants to glean for themselves. Prophets called out businessmen 
who cheated with unbalanced scales in the marketplace. Moses warned the 
people that if they became wealthy “Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and 
the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth. But remember the 
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth” (Deut. 8:17-
18). 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Ever faithful God, help us to know your Son more fully so that we 
may follow him more closely, and love him more deeply. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Second Reading: James 5:1-6

Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a 
minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy 
this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the 
sharing has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

Once again we focus on a lesser known passage from a lesser known book of 
the Bible: the Letter of James. Today’s passage is one of those Bible passages 
that “afflicts the comfortable and comforts the afflicted.” 
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 ▶ Numbers 11:25-29 
Sharing the gift of 
prophecy

 ▶ James 5:1-6 - Challenges 
to the wealthy

 ▶ Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Whoever is not against us 
is for us



James’ strong words for the rich are perfectly in line with Jesus and passages in the 
Old Testament that warn against accumulating wealth, neglecting the needy, making 
money by dishonest means, or putting our security in worldly goods. In fact, Jesus 
told more parables about economic injustice than any other topic. His parable about 
Lazarus called out the sinfulness of one man being extravagantly wealthy while anoth-
er didn’t have enough to eat. Jesus critiqued the farmer who built bigger barns to store 
his harvest only to die suddenly. (If he had such abundance, maybe he hadn’t followed 
the Old Testament laws about sharing his harvest with the poor.) Another time, Jesus 
exposed the religious authorities who gave the required tithes but “neglected the 
weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith” (Mt. 23:23).  

In the same way, James condemns the rich who have stored up material goods that will 
only rot away. (“You’ll never see a hearse pulling a U-Haul. You can’t take anything 
with you.”) He also criticizes those who have lived in pleasure and luxury because they 
have defrauded others. Although we may be tempted to ignore this reading, assuming 
it doesn’t apply to us, there is likely something here for us to acknowledge if we look 
deeper.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

What is your first reaction when you hear or read passages like this one 
speaking plainly to the wealthy? Are you defensive? Heartened? Do you feel 

convicted? Do you assume it doesn’t apply to you? 

 In what ways do people today continue to defraud, cheat, or take advantage 
of others, some of which may be socially acceptable (ex: paying less than a 

living wage to house cleaners, babysitters, or gardeners; skimping on tips for waiters; 
indirectly paying below minimum wage to farmworkers who pick produce, etc.?) 

What invitation do you hear in this passage to change the way you relate to 
money or possessions?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for our time together  
to listen and reflect on your life-giving words. 

May we go out from here inspired to be Christ for others. 

Amen.
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