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Heading Into Danger
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

The story of Elijah calling Elisha to be his disciple and later his successor as a 
prophet is echoed in the Gospel reading today with Jesus’ teachings about the 
demands of discipleship. The detail that Elisha slaughtered his 12 oxen and 
burned the plowing equipment leaves no doubt that Elisha was leaving behind 
his former life to follow the call of Elijah. There would be no changing his mind 
because there would be nothing left to go back to on the farm. Jesus uses prov-
erbs and hyperbole to teach three other would-be followers how serious the 
decision is to follow him. It is a challenging teaching; disciples have to be willing 
to give up home and family to follow him.

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Gracious God,  
 We gather to open our ears, minds, and hearts  
  to the message you have for us today.

May your Holy Spirit be present among us  
 as we listen and speak with each other,  
  looking for the wisdom in these holy readings. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Luke 9:51-62
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, 
then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this read-
ing or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next 
section once the sharing has died down.
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13th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time

 ▶ 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21 - 
Call of Elisha

 ▶ Galatians 5:1, 13-18 - 
Proper use of freedom

 ▶ Luke 9:51-62 - The 
apostles’  requirements
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Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

The Gospel reading today marks the beginning of a new section in Luke. Up 
until now, Jesus has been active healing and teaching in the region of Galilee in 
the northern area of Palestine. Now, Luke tells us, Jesus “resolutely determined 
to journey to Jerusalem.” Readers of his day would have recognized this phrase 
as a warning of what was to come because everyone knew that prophets are 
killed in Jerusalem. Jesus showed he was willing to go into dangerous places, and 
he didn’t try to hide. He even sends people ahead of him to let them know he is 
coming. At this point, Jesus’ followers were probably becoming wary and a bit 
anxious about where faithfulness to Jesus was going to take them.

Jesus and his group could have chosen to go around rather than through Sa-
maria due to longstanding ill-will between Jews and Samaritans because of a 
disagreement about the central role of Jerusalem in worship. Samaritans didn’t 
take fondly to Jews passing through their land, especially when they were on 
their way to Jerusalem, but Jesus doesn’t shy away from the conflict. Jesus still 
offers them a chance to accept him, but when they don’t, James and John want to 
destroy the town because of their inhospitality. Instead of allowing his friends to 
react out of anger and vengeance, Jesus calmly demonstrates how to “shake the 
dust of your feet” and move on, as he had taught them to do earlier.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

Not only the Old Testament prophets and Jesus but modern-day prophets 
like Martin Luther King, Jr. and Saint Oscar Romero understood that the 

more they spoke truth to power, the more their lives were in danger. Who do 
you see as modern day prophets who speak up for justice even though it may 
endanger their careers, reputation, or life?

Who do you know who is willing to go into dangerous places (literally or 
metaphorically) to do the work of God?

When have you been asked to “shake the dust from your feet” and move 
on instead of responding with anger and judgment when you or someone 

you loved wasn’t accepted?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for this circle of faith. May reflecting on your scripture inspire 
us to act with greater love as we go out from here. Amen.


