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St. Theresa 
P A R I S H  

C O M M U N I T Y  
St. Theresa Mission Statement 

We are a welcoming, 
active Catholic Community 

united by our faith, open to transformation,  
growing spiritually and reaching out 

to love and to serve others 

September 12, 2021 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday 
in 

Ordinary Time 

 30 MANDALAY ROAD  -   OAKLAND, CA 94618  -   510.547.2777 
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Matt Mercier, Sven Cooper Little, Nadine McMillan, Heidi 
Parmelee, Helen Buty, Aiden Farinella, Liza Mitra, Jim 
Testa, Kevin Stallone, Dolores Gomez, Alegria Hipolito, 
Betty Wharton, Patricia Green, Hazel Villata, Juanita 
Estrella, Diane Longfield, Leslie Fischer, Mike Reilly, 
Dorothy Donnelly, Pat Tynan, Olga Lamberti, Matt White, 
Mark Dreier, Tom Sanford, Wendy Parmelee, Roger 
Baylocq, Ida Scodella, Tom Jones, Sigrid Castaldo, Alicia 
Gonzalez, Denise Moore, Mirella Baldo,  Karis Chodzko, 
Diana Martínez, Susan Springer, Rachel Cecchetti, Takako 
Smith, Margie Sullivan, Maddie Heitkemper, Lennox 
Peerson, Joan Simmons, Badri Nakhjavani, Eddie Bradford, 
Wendy Jones, Bob Rogers, Orlanda Gonzalez, Kevin 
Chapman, Diane Cerille, Ruth McCabe, Tom Wilberding,  
Shirley Roberts, Karen Milliman, Richard Nivens, Anita 
Perricelli, Danny Ramos, Mark Leonard, Christopher 
Rodriguez, Maryanne Walsh, Johannes & Lilyanti Sugiarto, 
Cathy Fisher, Dennis Boegel, Rhonda Santeen, Ricardo 
Sepulveda, Doris Fiumano, and all who have the corona 
virus throughout the world. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
ALL THOSE WHO ARE ILL ESPECIALLY: 

 

Sat. 5:00 pm  Silvano Giuntoli 
Sun. 10:00 am Yolanda Silvestre 
 

Mon. 8:30 am  Tom McDonough 
Tues. 8:30 am  Parish Community of St. Theresa 

Wed. 8:30 am  Kelly Church 
Thurs. 8:30 am   
Fri. 8:30 am  Gladys Buie Jones 
 

Sat. 5:00 pm  Parish Community of St. Theresa 
Sun. 10:00 am Salvador Cors 

MASS INTENTIONS ~ SEPTEMBER 11 - 19 

 

September 12 bulletin, is due by September 3 (Friday) 
September 19 bulletin, is due by September 10 (Friday) 
September 26 bulletin, is due by September 17 (Friday) 
October 3 bulletin, is due by September 24 (Friday) 
Items must be received by 4:00 pm on the due date. 
Email to cathy_b@sttheresaoakland.org. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

Use the link on the parish website to donate. 

SUNDAY OFFERING 

ONLINE GIVING :      
 ( August 30 - September 5) 74 DONORS $ 4,831.40    

MASS/DROP-OFF/MAILED DONATIONS:  
 ( August 30 - September 5) 34 DONORS $ 3,390.00 
 
PARISH MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENT: 

 ONLINE:  August 2 - Sept. 5: 44 DONORS $ 1,626.80 

 MASS/DROP-OFF/MAILED: 31 DONORS $ 1,812.00 

Bishop’s Appeal 2021 

St. Theresa Parish Goal - $35,800 
https://www.oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page 

Percentage Achieved 65.77% 
$23,545.00 as of  August 31, 2021 

Via email or text message: 
♦ Receive parish updates and notices of special events 
♦ Choose to receive updates from groups you’re 

interested in 
♦ Unsubscribe anytime 

Sign-up at 
flocknote.com/StTheresa30 

OR  
Text: STT  To: 84579 

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US 

By using smile.amazon.com and 
choosing St. Theresa Catholic 
Church, location: Oakland, CA as your charity when 
you shop, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the parish. 

SUPPORT ST. THERESA CHURCH 

A family became regular volunteers at a shelter. They 
continued to donate money every month along with 
household and personal items for the families, and gave 
their time to do chares and make friends. Be a disciple 
and steward, and teach you children this way of life. 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

LIVING STEWARDSHIP 

Please remember in your prayers, those who have died 
especially Lolita Lim and Suzette Logan. 

DECEASED 
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waiƟng with glee to watch us fail but 
supporƟng us with love that we 
might soar.  God’s grace is greater 
than God’s judgment.  God has 
mercy toward all, so let us live 
mercifully with all. 

When bad things happen to other 
people – we, like the disciples, want 
a reason, want order to the universe; 
we want a raƟonale.  How to interpret what is going on 
around us?  The weather, the Ɵmes, the crises?  Some 
responses are ludicrous, calculaƟng, poliƟcal, like Jerry 
Falwell’s decree right aŌer 9/11 that the travesty was God’s 
response to feminists and others in America.   Not only am I 
certain that God was not responsible, but I also know I 
wasn’t either! 

Isaiah tells us, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says our God.”  We remember this fact 
more when bad things happen to other people, to us 
people, to good people.  We are consumed with the 
quesƟon, “why?”  That is not the right response, says 
Jesus.  Rather, we must journey through God to get to God’s 
ways, which are oŌen so “other” from our own.  We lean 
into faith, lean into love, lean into compassion.  We throw 
ourselves into the mystery of all we do not know. We serve 
Christ in other people.  We live out a faith-response to 
human suffering in hopes that we might, as Rilke put it, live 
into the answers someday.  God’s thoughts and ways will 
likely never become fully our own.  We are not God.  But 
leaning into them with all our might, especially when people 
are hurƟng, can move us, and our hurƟng world, closer to 
the very Kingdom of God.  

The path Jesus reveals as the way to get to God’s ways is 
compassion.  When bad things happen to other people, 
Jesus tells us not to ask, “Why them?” but simply to serve 
them.   That is how we parƟcipate in the transformaƟon of 
our world.  Suffering will conƟnue.  It just will.  We effect the 
transformaƟon of God when we meet suffering with 
compassion, with work for jusƟce, with proacƟve change of 
whatever we can change. 

Our policy-related responses come from our 
compassion.  When we act with compassion toward those 
who suffer, we inhabit the transformaƟon of our world, its 
movement towards the reign of God.  Compassion means 
the outpouring of love, not blame, or causality, or 
distancing.  Compassion is the opposite of indifference.  It is 
daring caring.  When bad things happen to other people, we 
care. “ 

Whether we remember events and tragedies from thirty or 
twenty year ago, or what we will hear today, let us assist 
one another along the path of compassion. 

Please mark your calendar for October 3 and plan to join 
your fellow parishioners for the annual St. Theresa Day 
celebraƟons.  Friday, October 1st  is her actual feast day and 
we have used the nearest weekend as the Ɵme to hold this 
gathering.  The ten o’clock Mass will be held outdoors and 
the fesƟviƟes will begin immediately aŌerwards so you 
don’t have to go home and then come back unless you want 
to change out of your ‘Sunday best’. 

Stay tuned for more informaƟon.  The band “the St. Thresa 
Dads” will be playing and games are being planned for all 
ages of children.  Food possibiliƟes are in the works, and we 
will let you know when we know.  We have just received 
many guidelines for outdoor gatherings at the parishes from 
the diocesan office.  Unfortunately, we will have to wait 
another year for the wonderful chicken dinner that Peter 
Boero, Peter NuƟ, and their well skilled team produce as the 
diocese is not leƫng us prepare food on site right now.  As I 
menƟoned, other food opƟons will be available and 
adverƟsed in the weekly flock note. 

Saturday marked the twenƟeth anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist aƩack on our country.  I am sure that if you were 
alive at the Ɵme, you can vividly remember where you 
were, how you heard about it and the aƩenƟon you gave it 
the rest of the day.  The Sunday aŌerwards all churches, 
synagogues and mosques saw the largest aƩendance at 
services in the millennium.  Twenty years later we are sƟll 
praying for peace and answers. But some, like someone in 
the sixth-grade class asked, ‘why does God allow this (these 
things) to happen’. Some ask the same quesƟon about why 
the Oakland fire had to happen thirty years ago?  Why are 
we experiencing horrific storms and earthquakes and other 
terrors in the world?  Why do wars sƟll happen? 

We believe that God is transforming the world in Christ, but 
why do good people conƟnue to suffer?  Patricia Tull an 
internaƟonally known preacher offers some insights: 

“Yes, responds Jesus: God is transforming the world, both 
on the global and local levels.  There are sƟll 
butchers.  There is sƟll shoddy construcƟon, errors in design 
and judgment.  God knows that it happens, and God’s heart 
breaks.  There is no connecƟon, says Christ, between 
personal sin and suffering.  God does not keep a scorecard 
and zap you when you blow it. There is, however, 
judgment.  All our acƟons have their consequences – 
consequences for our interpersonal relaƟons, consequences 
in our academic and professional lives, and consequences in 
our relaƟonship with God.  Jesus follows his teaching on the 
lack of connecƟon between suffering and sin with a parable 
on judgment, and the lesson of the parable is that the God 
who is our judge is the God of second chances.  Don’t cut 
down the fig tree that isn’t producing – aerate and nourish 
it, give it the support it needs.  Jesus says that God isn’t 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
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A thank you to all who over the past year have helped to make 
our celebration of the liturgy safe, dignified and reverent. You 
commitment to the parish has been a blessing. 

There is a need for volunteers for the following ministries at the 
5:00 pm Saturday and 10:00 am Sunday Masses. 

 Lector 
 Eucharistic Minister 
 Videographer  
  (for live-stream at the 10:00 am Sunday Mass) 
 Greeter 
 Usher 

All the information on how to volunteer and the various options 
can be found on the parish website at: https://
sttheresaoakland.org/reopening 

There will be a mandatory training session for Eucharistic 
Ministers to go over the current protocols for the distribution of 
the Eucharist. 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT MASS 

The Sunday 10:00 am Mass is live-
streamed for the HOMEBOUND and 
ILL on the St. Theresa Facebook 
page StTheresaChurch/Oakland. 

StTheresaChurch/Oakland 

LIVE-STREAM MASS FOR HOMEBOUND & ILL 

 

2021-2022 Faith Forma on Registra on 
  RegistraƟon packets are available in the church 
vesƟbule and on the parish website (follow the 
FormaƟon link).   
Online registraƟon is also available at: 
 hƩps://sƩheresaoakland.org/formaƟon. 

• KinderChurch 
• FFF (Family Faith Forma on, Gr. 1-5) 
• First Holy Eucharist Prepara on 
• RCIC (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Children) 
• MSYM (Middle School Youth Ministry, Gr. 6-8) 
• Confirma on Years I & II (High School Gr. 9 & 

10) 
• HSYM (High School Youth Ministry) 

For addiƟonal informaƟon, please contact: 
 Keri Nims, Early Childhood Catechesis and RCIC  
 Jenny Bruni, High School Youth Ministry  

R.C.I.A. ~ Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Are you or someone you know interested 
in joining the Catholic Church? 

ARE YOU UNBAPTIZED, SEEKING A FAITH 
COMMUNITY? 

OR 
ARE YOU BAPTIZED IN ANOTHER FAITH? 

OR 
ARE YOU A BAPTIZED CATHOLIC SEEKING TO COMPLETE 

THE SACRAMENTS OF FIRST EUCHARIST AND/OR 
CONFIRMATION? 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

RCIA might be just what you are looking for.  A new 
inquiry session will begin in September.  Contact Cathy 
Brady at  cathy_b@sttheresaoakland.org for more 
information, or to register for our sessions beginning in 
September. 

Save the 
Date 

 
~ 

 
October 3 

Please join us for our monthly RISE & SHINE Mass  
at 10am on Sunday, September 19th.   

This is a youth-friendly and youth-participatory Mass. 
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September 13 - 19 

Monday: 
 1 Tm2:1-8 
 Ps 28 
 Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday: 
 Nm 21:4b-9 
 Ps 78 
 Phil 2:6-11 
 Jn 3:13-17 

Wednesday: 
 1 Tm 3:14-16 
 Ps 111 
 Jn 19:25-27 

Thursday: 
 1 Tm 4:12-16 
 Ps 111 
 Lk 7:36-50 

Friday: 
 1 Tm 6:2c-12 
 Ps 49 
 Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday: 
 1 Tm 6:13-16 
 Ps 100 
 Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday: 
 Wis 2:12, 17-20 
 Ps 54 
 Jas 3:16-43 
 Mk 9:30-37 

WEEKLY READINGS 

California Eviction Moratorium extended to September 30, 2021 

Our Parish Conference of St Vincent de Paul will continue to help our neighbors in 
need, including assisting those who qualify for California’s rent relief program to apply 
for and receive these State funds. 

If you know of anyone in need requiring assistance, please refer them to our Conference. 

Our Parish SVdP Conference meets bimonthly, every third Saturday at 9:30am.  Our 
next meeting is September 18.  If interested in learning more about our Conference’s 
work, contact Judy Bojorquez at  jtsbojorquez@yahoo.com to be added to email 
distribution and with any questions you might have. 

To volunteer at the St. Vincent de Paul Center in Oakland contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator: Kellie Foster - 510-277-6435 or kfoster@svdp-alameda.org.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

“There is no ‘them’ and ‘us’. There is only us. ”  ― Fr. Greg Boyle 
We send prayers to Afghanistan, Haiti, and those suffering from hurricane Ida, 
wildfires and those suffering from COVID. We know that many have been exploring 
ways to support relief efforts. Charity Navigator is a good place to see what many 
organizations are doing and has rating systems to see where your dollars are going. 

But we know everyone is busy so here is a short list: 

Hurricane Ida Relief: 
Catholic Charities USA has set up a Text-to-Give for Hurricane Ida donations. 
To donate, text HurrIda to 41444 or visit www.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org. To donate 
by phone, call 1-800-919-9338.  

Afghanistan: 
Consider contributing to Amazon wish lists that both JFCS East Bay (Jewish Family 
and Community Services) and IRC (International Rescue Committee) have created: 

International Rescue Committee: Amazon wish list 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/35QCVLLGHCCLKref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR3f0gfEGhCRblIK5NCPmbIJ5MFqMpI
ATZGEEj5VtqWWvYNhxZgADXKISSE 

Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay: Amazon wish list 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1CW3QPCLGZMBC/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist&pldnSite=1 

This will supply the resettlement agencies with what is needed for families arriving 
soon. 

IRC website: https://www.rescue.org/article/how-can-i-help-afghanistan 

Jewish FCS East Bay website:  https://jfcs-eastbay.org/ 

Haiti:  
Catholic Relief Services- //www.crs.org/our-work-overseas/where-we-work/haiti 
UNICEF 
Project HOPE 
Hope for Haiti 

Wildfires: 
American Red Cross 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE (SJC) CORNER 
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Baptisms and Marriages 
 by appointment (call parish office 510.547.2777) 

To arrange a Funeral 
 call parish office 510.547.2777, ext. 120 

Family Faith Formation (Grades TK-5) & R.C.I.C. 
 Keri Nims ~ keri@sttheresaoakland.org 

Middle School Youth Ministry (Grades 6-8) 
  

High School Youth Ministry/Confirmation 
 Jenny Bruni ~ jenny@sttheresaoakland.org 

R.C.I.A. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, Contact  
 Cathy Brady ~ cathy_b@sttheresaoakland.org 

Parish Information 

Parish Organizations 

Pastoral Council: 
 Carrie Schaefer         caralee_schaefer@yahoo.com 

Finance Council: 
 Carolyn Mahoney  carolyn.mahoney675@gmail.com  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 Greg Govan          glgovan@comcast.net 

CYO (Catholic Youth Organiza on): 
 Clarence Robinson        sttheresaathletics@gmail.com  

St. Theresa Men’s Club 
 PJ McGahan       pjmcgahan@gmail.com 

Legion of Mary 
 Tom Wallace   tomw1313@sbcglobal.net 

WINGS 
 Sharon Chipman           sharonchipman@gmail.com 
 Ruthanne Allen-Hunt    ruthanneah@gmail.com 

Social Jus ce Commi ee (SJC) 
 Lydia Deck       ltdeck@me.com 
Consola on Ministry 
 Cecile Cuttitta        cecile.cuttitta@att.net 

Men’s Faith Sharing 
 Jim Frei    jim@ottofrei.com 

Cursillo 
 Sharon Chipman           sharonchipman@gmail.com 

Kinderchurch 
 Shanon Ciston           s.ciston@gmail.com 

P  S :  510.547.2777 
Rev. Robert J. McCann, ext. 121 
 Pastor 

rjmccann@sttheresaoakland.org  

Rev. Abraham Addam, ext. 122 
 In Residence 

Rev. Ngema W. Enow, ext. 128 
 In Residence 

Cathy Brady,  ext. 126 
 Liturgy Director 

cathy_b@sttheresaoakland.org 

Jenny Bruni,  ext. 123 
 High School Youth Ministry Coordinator 

jenny@sttheresaoakland.org 

Rob Cakebread, ext. 127 
 Music Ministry Director 

rob@sttheresaoakland.org 

Melody Marr,  ext. 120 
 Parish Administrator 

  melody@sttheresaoakland.org 

Keri Nims, ext. 124 
 Coordinator for Early Childhood Catechesis & RCIC  

keri@sttheresaoakland.org 

ST. THERESA SCHOOL 
Alicia Ortegon, 510.547.3146 
 St. Theresa School Principal 

a_ortegon@sttheresaschool.org 
website: www.sttheresaschool.org  

Parish Website:  www.sttheresaoakland.org 

 Facebook: StTheresaChurch/Oakland 

  M  S : 
Face Masks are required for all people aƩending 

Mass regardless of vaccinaƟon status.  

 Weekday: 8:30 am (Mon.-Fri.) 
 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm  
 

   Sunday: 10:00 am 

  R : 
   Saturday: 4:00 pm - 4:30 pm    

P  C  O  H :  
Tuesday - Thursday:  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Please ring doorbell for entrance to parish offices. 

Phone:  510.547.2777 



513502 St Theresa Church             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Open: Monday-Saturday 7 am-9 pm & Sunday 8 am-8 pm
Outdoor BBQ • 7 Days a week 

 3 pm-6 pm Year Round
5885 Broadway Terrace • www.villagemkt.com

Thank you! Keith & Kari Trimble 

 510-547-3200

COLLINS ROOFING
Family owned & Operated

510-444-2220
Quality Work • Free Estimates

Parishioner                    Lic # 695711

KRUSE
L.J. KRUSE COMPANY

$25.00
OFF

Plumbing
Heating
Cooling

A Century of Service
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Proudly Serving The Bay Area
for 100 Years

TUNE UP YOUR HEATING SYSTEM

BEFORE THE COLD WEATHER SETS IN!

510.644.0260

To Schedule Online or

Learn More

WWW.LJKRUSE.COM

Mention This Ad

and Receive

CA LICENSE #405523

Contact Kevin Kilty (925) 701-3080  www.asurarisk.com

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT
• Representing all major insurance carriers

• Specializing in restaurants, commercial real estate,
• construction, and transportation.

& INSURANCE SERVICES ASURA is a PIIB Affiliate - Top 100 Agency

Kathy Dittmer
Realtor & Past Childrens Choir Director

Resurrection Choir
510.334.2001

BRE 01323768
Possible 10% Commission

Donated to St Theresa 

 • Home Care

 • Bathing & Dressing

 • Meal Preparation

 • Take to Medical Appoint.

 • Respite for Families

VisitingAngels.com/Alameda

(510) 269-2999
 Andrew Slakey
 Owner

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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