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Open or Closed?
This Week’s Readings at Mass

 ▶ 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a - Samuel anoints David

 ▶ Ephesians 5:8-14 - Duty to live in the light

 ▶ John 9:1-41 - The man born blind

Q
All three readings today delve into themes of seeing 
and not seeing, light and darkness. In the passage 
from Samuel, God says clearly, “Not as man sees 
does God see, because man sees the appearance, but 
the Lord looks into the heart” (1 Sam 16:7). With-
out using the same words, Jesus reinforces the same 
teaching in the Gospel when he treats the blind man 
with compassion and inclusion rather than as the 
sinner who many supposed him to be. Like Samuel 
anointing Jesse’s youngest son rather than his older 
brothers, Jesus turns social protocol upside down, 
uplifting the lowly and dismissing the powerful. St. 
Paul picks up on this, reminding his readers to “live 
as children of the light” and expose evil by bringing it 
into the light, something Jesus did when he called out 
the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.

The Gospel today gives us a perfect example of two 
contrasting responses to an unexpected gift or revela-
tion. We can be curious, open, and accepting, like the 
man born blind, or we can dig in, stay skeptical, and 
stubbornly refuse to accept grace, as the Pharisees 
did. The Pharisees absolutely refuse to believe some-
thing they can’t understand with their rational minds. 
They close themselves to anything which doesn’t fit 
into their narrow categories, i.e., if someone does 
work on the Sabbath—even healing work—he must 
be a sinner. They have come to a judgment, and they 
refuse to entertain any new possibility. On the other 
hand, the man born blind is open to 
new possibilities even though they 
don’t make sense intellectually. 
“This is what is so amazing… it 
is unheard of that anyone ever 
opened the eyes of a person 
born blind.” (Jn 9:30, 32). 
Yes, he has questions, but he 
is open to having his mind 
opened and changed just  
as his eyes are opened.

The entire story is a reminder that God’s ways are not 
always our ways and that we are called to be open to 
the possibility that God’s activity will transcend what 
we thought we knew. We often think in terms of lim-
itations: this person isn’t capable of that, this illness 
is terminal, I will never heal from this emotional 
wound. Yet this story challenges our assumptions 
about what is possible and what isn’t. Are we willing 
to be surprised by something unexpected and accept 
the gifts, or have we decided that God can’t work in a 
new way?  

Questions of the Week

When have you had an experience of goodness 
breaking through in a situation when you didn’t 

expect it?

Where are you feeling 
stuck in darkness or 

blindness and need Christ’s 
light to break through to you? 
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