
March 28, 2021 • Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Not Wearing a Costume
This Week’s Readings at Mass

 ▶ Mark 11:1-10 - Welcomed with palms

 ▶ Isaiah 50:4-7 - The suffering servant

 ▶ Philippians 2:6-11 - Jesus, compassionate high priest

 ▶ Mark 14:1-15:47 - The passion of Jesus

Q
Each Gospel writer tells the story of Jesus’ passion 
and death slightly differently, emphasizing particular 
aspects of Jesus that each especially wants future gen-
erations to remember. Mark’s gospel makes it very 
clear that Jesus suffered intensely, and that he expe-
rienced deep human emotions. 
Mark does not want us to 
think that Jesus was God 
just dressed up in a 
human cos-
tume who 
didn’t really 
suffer when 
the nails 
were hammered into 
his hands and feet. 
No, Jesus was just like 
one of us in his experience of 
pain and despair, even to the 
point of wondering why God 
had abandoned him.

Looking back on Jesus’ 
death, Christians don’t 
believe that God abandoned 
Jesus. We can see now 
how God brought him 
through death 
into new life. 
Yet Jesus felt 
aban-
doned 
just before 
he died. 

This point can remind us that our feelings do not 
make up all of reality. If we feel despairing or hope-
less or that all is lost, we can remember that Jesus felt 
the same. If we are terrified of death, or we can’t feel 
any sense of God’s presence with us in our suffering, 
we can be assured that God has not abandoned us, 
just as God did not abandon Jesus. Sometimes all 
that can be done is to stay the course, remembering 
that God found a way to bring life out of death, even 
when Jesus and the others around him could not see 
it in the moment.

Questions of the Week

Have you ever felt abandoned by God? Looking 
back on that time now, do you have a sense of 

how God was still present and active then? 
How?

Think of people in your life now 
who are suffering or despairing for 

any reason. How might you make yourself 
available to them so that they will know they 

are not alone?  
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