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A Pointed Challenge
This Week’s Readings at Mass

	▶ Isaiah 50:4-9a - Salvation through the Lord’s servant

	▶ James 2:14-18 - Faith and good works

	▶ Mark 8:27-35 - “Get Behind Me, Satan!”

Q
Rather than focus on the Gospel, we will reflect on 
the second reading, from the Letter of Saint James. 
This week is the third of five consecutive weeks we 
hear challenging words from James. 

A few decades before James wrote this letter, Paul 
wrote that Jews and Gentiles alike are saved by faith 
in Jesus Christ, not “by doing the works of the law” 
(Gal. 2:16). His point was that it wasn’t external 
actions or “following the rules” that 
could earn someone salvation—it 
was faith in Christ. 

Unfortunately, it seems that some 
Christians began using the slogan 
“faith over works” to justify their lack 
of good deeds since they saw them-
selves as automatically saved by their 
faith. James counters this kind 
of thinking in his letter, chal-
lenging social inequality and 
economic injustices among 
his readers. The modern 
equivalent of James’ cri-
tique would be wishing 
a homeless person well 
or sending “thoughts 
and prayers” to people 
who are suffering without 
doing anything concrete-
ly to help them. “So 
faith by itself, if it 
has no works, is 
dead,” he writes 
(Jas. 2:17).

Paul would have 
agreed with him. We 
can’t earn our salvation 
by good deeds, but 
actions should flow 

from our faith. It may not be comfortable or 
convenient for us to interrupt our lives to 
provide the homeless person on the corner 

with a meal or warm clothes, but that is 
what our faith asks of us. James doesn’t 
want his readers to forget that or ex-
cuse themselves from such obligations 
just because they can claim to have 

faith in Christ.    

Questions of the Week

Do you know people who make a 
show of having faith although you 

rarely see evidence of it in action? Do 
you know of people who consistently do 

service and justice work, whether or not they 
have explicit faith in Jesus? Please share your 

experience with such people.

What are you particularly challenged to do in 
response to this reading?

Word of the Week • Copyright © 2020 Ann Naffziger.  Published by 
the Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com.  All rights reserved.


